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a) How flora works as a symbol in 'boys and girls.'
Flora is a symbolism used to represent the narrator of the story. Like the actual meaning of the term flora, the girl narrator feels equally attractive and strong to do more extraordinary things, but she feels restricted by the harsh standings and beliefs possessed by the father.  The growth of the flora is limited in that the male gender confines her.  The author ascertains the desire by the flora to overcome barriers through being allowed past the gate, symbolizing her quench for freedom through escaping from the limits that have been set by the society and which dictate the roles to be played by each gender, thus limiting the freedom of the girl child. 
b) Poem digging
i) the literal meaning of the term digging
The term digging is used to mean work, the manual labor of using a shovel to dig underground, which had formed an enormous part of the life along the lineage of the persona. The speaker narrates how he heard the father digging on the ground outside, struggling with age as he works on the ground o the flower bed.  He compares the same scenario with twenty-one years back when the father was strong and digging to uproot the potato tops to reveal the buried potatoes. 
ii) the figurative meaning of the title digging
The word's literal meaning implies the extent to which the persona has gone or the labor he has gone through in writing the poem.  The speaker narrates how he is seated holding a paper ready to write when he hears the father working on the flower bed. The act arouses the memories of the father when he was much younger as well as the grandfather.  Recalling these scenes signifies the labor of writing poems and which reflects digging. 
c)  the theme of welcoming or accepting change 
The poem 'that time of the year thou mayst in me behold' demonstrates the theme of accepting change.  The speaker acknowledges that his physical appearance has changed the same way seasons change throughout the year. The speaker uses metaphors to describe the various stages of life he has undergone from an early age to his late stages of life as he nears death. The theme of accepting change is demonstrated through the speaker acknowledging that he is growing old and times are no longer the same. At each stage, the speaker agrees with the changes that have taken place and believes in his feelings. 
d) The theme of resistance to change
The poem 'myth' depicts the theme of resistance to change. The denial by Orpheus to come to terms with the death of Eurydice. Orpheus fails to embrace the changes that have been brought about by the death of Eurydice and mourns her day and night and always wished that he could have a chance to bring her back to life. Failure to come to terms with her death and inability to embrace change make him persuade Erebus to get his lover back to life. Holding so much onto the past only to realize times have changed and you no longer have that what you are still hoping or wishing to have still. 
	The poems exhibit a considerable similarity between them, especially on the theme addressed by almost all of them, the music of sorrow. In most of the week's poems, the speakers use sorrow tones to evoke emotions based on different scenarios. There are also notable differences on the crucial topic of concern in every verse. 
 
